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Tell your local elected officials 
that Darke County needs solar!

paintercreeksolar.com

$1.4 MILLION
ANNUALLY FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS, 

FARMS, INFRASTRUCTURE,  
AND POLICE AND FIRE.



Sunday, January 30, 2022     3Daily Advocate/Early Bird 2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

CANTON — The comeback of the 
Versailles football program is complete.

Versailles held on to beat Kirtland 
20-16 in the Division V state cham-
pionship game on Saturday night at 
Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium.

It’s the seventh state championship 
in program history, but it’s the first 
since 2003. The Tigers (15-1) hadn’t 
been to a title game since 2004 — 
and had struggled for much of the 17 
years since.

But third-year head coach Ryan 
Jones has presided over a quick turn-
around. Versailles finished 2-8 in 2018 
before Jones took over, 3-7 in Jones’ 
first year in 2019 and 5-3 last season.

“These players, these seniors, have 
(led this turnaround),” Jones said. 
“When I came in, they were sopho-
mores. They could have said, ‘Who 
is this little guy coming in here from 
Troy Christian? We don’t want any 
part of this.’ But they embraced it, 

bought into the program and gave 
every ounce of effort they had.

“They put the work in in the weight 
room and on the field and in the class-
room. They’re just tremendous young 
men, and they’ve made me be a bet-
ter man and a better coach just being 
around them.”

Versailles hung on in the fourth 
quarter.

After a Versailles three-and-out 
early in the fourth quarter, Kirtland 
quickly drove and scored when Gage 
Sullivan ran in from 39 yards out with 
9:03 left in the fourth to cut the gap 
to 20-10.

After the teams traded possessions, 
Kirtland came up with another score in 
the final minute.

The Hornets drove 65 yards on six 
plays in a little more than a minute and 
scored when Mason Rus ran in from 4 
yards out with 37 seconds left.

But Connor Stonebraker blocked the 
extra-point attempt, and Versailles eas-
ily recovered an onside kick attempt to 
secure the win.

Then the players went wild on the 
field, as did the thousands of fans clad 
in black and orange in the bleachers.

“Just a tremendous accomplishment 
for our players,” Jones said. “Couldn’t 
be more proud of these guys for the 
hard work that they’ve put in. They 
set their mind to do this. They found 
that the price of success is high, and 
they were willing to pay it. It started 
in June, and they approached every 
day with the same attitude, to get 
better.

“…We never once said our goal is to 
win a state championship. We never 
talked about it. Our goal was to focus 
on the system that we do and how we 
approach things. We focus on getting 
better every day, one rep at a time.”

The Tigers will lose 18 seniors to 
graduation, including senior quarterback 
Carson Bey, who completed 8-of-12 pass-
es for 129 yards with one TD and ran for 
99 yards and one TD on 27 carries.

Tigers win D-V state title
Versailles fight off late Kirtland rally, 
holds on for 1st title since 2003

VERSAILLES 20, KIRTLAND 16

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Versailles players after beating Kirtland 20-16 in the Division V state championship game on Saturday 
night at Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium in Canton. It’s the program’s seventh state title and its 
first since 2003. The Tigers, which finished 3-7 two years ago, will lose 18 seniors to graduation.
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By Tammy Watts
DailyAdvocate.com

DARKe COUNTY — early in 
2021, it came to the attention of a 
growing number of Darke County 
residents that Apex Clean energy of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, had plans 
to build a 2,400-acre solar project 
throughout parts of Greenville, Van 
Buren, and Neave Townships. It was 
learned that some property owners 
had signed agreements with Apex to 
lease farmland for the use of solar 
panels and related facilities in 2020.

Many community members were 
concerned that the project required 
too much farmland, would reduce 
property values, and negatively 

impact the environment through 
the potential leakage of hazardous 
chemicals, noise, glare, and loss of 
animal habitat. The Darke County 
Citizens Preservation Association 
(DCCPA) Facebook page was created 
in January 2021, and opposes the 
solar project.

In February, Senate Bill 52 was 
introduced, along with a companion 
bill, House Bill 118, co-sponsored by 
Jena Powell (R-Arcanum.) Both bills 
would require developers to share 
their application for wind or solar 
energy projects with township trust-
ees, before submission to the Ohio 
Power Siting Board. The trustees 
could then vote to allow public input 
in the form of a petition or referen-

dum. Senate Bill 52 was subsequently 
passed and signed into law, giving 
county commissioners the option to 
prohibit construction, or place limits 
on the boundaries of the project.

At a Darke County Commissioners’ 
meeting in June, an Apex represen-
tative stated that 60 farmers were 
already involved in the project. The 
landowners who have signed leases 
with Apex feel they have a right to 
do what they wish with their prop-
erty. Those opposed to the project 
point out that if it causes damage, 
particularly drainage and water sup-
ply issues, or loss of value to neigh-
boring properties, then it becomes 
unlawful.

At a September meeting of the 
Darke County Commissioners, mem-
bers of the DCCPA attended to voice 
their frustrations. Commissioners 
explained that under Senate Bill 52, 
only one of eight of the Public Utili-
ties Commission board members is 
allowed to be a county commissioner 
representative. The DCCPA gained 
a better understanding of the pro-
cess, and that the commissioners 
are limited in taking any action until 
Apex’s application is submitted to the 
Ohio Power Siting Board. The group 
emerged from the meeting more 
determined than ever, to educate the 
community on the potential conse-
quences of such a large solar project 
in Darke County.

In November, the DCCPA held a 
panel discussion and public meeting 
at eUM Church in Greenville, where 
it was brought to the community’s 
attention that the Darke County 
Parks District Board of Commission-
ers had signed three easement agree-
ments with Apex in April.

Residents who stand to be impact-
ed by the development of a solar 
project, attended the November 
meeting of the Darke County Parks 
District Board of Commissioners to 

express their concerns. According to 
the Parks Commissioners, Apex had 
originally approached them in Febru-
ary regarding the easements, but at 
that time, they were unaware of the 
scope of the project.

In December, Darke County Com-
missioners explained that letters 
were sent out in October to 20 town-
ships, in order to get feedback from 
the trustees as to the sentiments of 
their constituents regarding the solar 
project. Commissioners stated that 
it will be a long process, since it is 
similar to a zoning activity; therefore 
letters have to be sent out to nearly 
every household in a township. After 
a public hearing, resolutions can be 
developed, and action taken. Neave 
Township Trustees, however, already 
passed a resolution on September 27, 
that the Painter Creek Solar Project 
is not in the best interest of their 
citizens.

In December, property owners adja-
cent to the proposed project began 
receiving letters from Apex encour-
aging them to sign “Good Neighbor 
Agreements,” under which they could 
not sue for damage, voice opposi-
tion, or otherwise interfere with the 
construction, operation, or mainte-
nance of the solar farm, should it be 
approved. even more citizens filled 
the next Parks Commissioners’ meet-
ing, urging them to speak with an 
attorney about rescinding the ease-
ment agreements with Apex. The 
same evening, Apex held an open 
house event to answer questions and 
address community concerns. Apex 
plans to submit an application for the 
Painter Creek Solar Project to the 
Ohio Power Siting Board in February 
2022, with the goal of Painter Creek 
Solar becoming operational in 2024. 
Many Darke Countians plan to fight 
that endeavor every step of the way.

Daily Advocate reporter Tammy Watts can be reached 
at twatts@aimmediamidwest.com

Controversy over proposed solar project heats up

OH-70269450
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Staff report

CINCINNATI — On Jan. 26, 
2021, U.S. Senator Rob Portman 
(R-OH) issued the following 
statement announcing that he 
will not seek another six-year 
term in the United States Senate 
when his current term expires in 
2022:

“I feel fortunate to have been 
entrusted by the people of Ohio to rep-
resent them in the US Senate. Today, I 
am announcing that I have made a deci-
sion not to run again in 2022.

“This doesn’t mean I’m leaving now 
— I still have two more years in my 
term and I intend to use that time to 
get a lot done. I will be the top Repub-
lican on the Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee, and 
I have a number of oversight projects 
and legislative initiatives I’m eager to 
get across the finish line. Over the next 
two years, I look forward to being able 
to focus all my energy on legislation and 
the challenges our country faces rather 
than on fundraising and campaigning.

“This was not an easy decision 
because representing the people of Ohio 
has been an honor. But I’ve been doing 
this a long time, longer than I ever 
intended.

“I’ve been in public service for 30 
years — in the House of Representa-
tives for 12, in the executive Branch 
for about eight years in various roles 
in four different administrations, and 
in the Senate for the past 10 years. All 
this time, our family has kept our home 
in Ohio, where we raised our kids, and 
I have commuted back and forth to 
Washington. Jane and our three chil-
dren have been 100 percent supportive, 
but I am really looking forward to being 
home in Ohio full time, seeing family 

and friends more, and getting back to 
the private sector, including being able 
to be more involved in the community 

and in our family business. And 
I plan to stay involved in public 
policy issues,” he said.

Portman was first elected to 
the U.S. Senate in 2010. Prior 
to this, Portman served as the 
director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and as a trade 
representative under President 
George W. Bush. He was a U.S. 

Representative for Ohio’s 2nd Congres-
sional District from 1993 to 2005.

“During my service in the Senate, I 
am proud of what we’ve been able to 
accomplish for Ohio and the country. 
I have consistently been named one 
of the most bipartisan Senators. I am 
proud of that and I will continue to 
reach out to my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to find common 
ground.

“eighty-two of my bills were signed 
into law by President Trump, and 68 
were signed into law by President 
Obama. This includes impactful laws 
to address the drug addiction crisis 
like the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act that has saved lives by 
providing billions in new resources for 
evidence-based prevention, treatment 
and, for the first time ever, recovery 
services. It includes laws to confront 
the horrific crime of human traffick-
ing. Working with trafficking victims, 
advocates, and law enforcement, my 
SeSTA legislation has allowed victims 
to seek justice, and closed down web-
sites that were trafficking girls and 
women online.

“It includes laws to help workers, 
legislation that before the pandemic 
helped create one of the strongest 
economies in a generation, with 
significant wage growth for working 
families and the lowest poverty level 

ever recorded. I took a leadership 
role on tax reform and tax cuts, 
workforce training, regulatory relief 
and permitting reform. They all played 
a role in creating an opportunity 
economy and are key to getting us 
back on track. I have also been a leader 
on retirement security, technology 
policy, cybersecurity, trade, energy 
efficiency, prisoner reentry, National 
Parks, stopping China from stealing our 
technology, and more. I have worked 
constructively with my colleague, 
Senator Sherrod Brown, on matters that 
help move Ohio forward.

“I don’t think any Senate office has 
been more successful in getting things 

done, but honestly, it has gotten hard-
er and harder to break through the 
partisan gridlock and make progress 
on substantive policy, and that has 
contributed to my decision.

“We live in an increasingly polar-
ized country where members of both 
parties are being pushed further to 
the right and further to the left, and 
that means too few people who are 
actively looking to find common 
ground. This is not a new phenom-
enon, of course, but a problem that 
has gotten worse over the past few 
decades.

Portman will not seek 3rd term
First elected to Senate in 2010

Portman

See PORTMAN | 21
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Poultry Days is Back!
Staff report

VeRSAILLeS — Ohio has lifted 
COVID-19 restrictions and Versailles is 
proud to offer the return of one of the 
first major festivals of the summer.

Known for overcoming fires and 
floods the village has weathered a 
pandemic and is ready to welcome vis-
itors. Poultry Days will be celebrated 
June 11 to 13 with a theme of “A Vil-
lage of Champions, Honoring Those 
Who Make Us Great!” This theme 
is particularly appropriate given the 
many everyday “champions” who have 
stood out over the past year.

Poultry Days is famous for our 
chicken. Our goal is to deliver hot, fresh 

and delicious dinners with as short of 
a wait as possible. To do this several 
changes have been made including 
adding a fifth chicken assembly 
line during peak times. With these 
additional volunteers as many as 3,000 
dinners will be served per hour. The 
number of cookers has been increased 
from 7 to a peak of 10. These beautiful 
silver machines produce 220 dinners 
every 90 minutes. Cooking will begin 
before sunrise and that delicious smell 
will float throughout the village.

More Chicken Faster! On hand will 
be 38,000 fresh, never frozen, chicken 
halves ensuring there will be plenty 
of World Famous barbecue dinners 
available. The drive thru and walk 

thru chicken lines are located at 459 
S. Center Street and will serve indi-
vidual dinners. These lines open at 
3:30 p.m. Friday, 11:30 a.m. Saturday 
and 11 a.m. Sunday. Tickets will be 
for sale in both lines. Pre-purchased 
cooler pick up will be at the High 
School (280 Marker Road) and is best 
entered from Marker Road. Individual 
dinners will not be served in the bulk 
pick up line.

Mike and Sandy McClurg have been 
selected as Honorary Parade Marshals 
for the Grand Parade which will be 
held at 11 a.m. on June 12. The flag 
raising ceremony will be 1 p.m. on 
June 12 and include members of the 
Versailles High School Band. The 
Antique Car parade will be held at 
2:30 p.m. on June 13. Registration for 
the Antique Car Parade and Display 
will begin at 10 a.m. at the corner of 
S. Center and euclid Streets.

Remember live entertainment? The 
Social Tent will offer live entertain-
ment all weekend including Tricky 
Dick & The Cover Ups, SNAFU, The 
Hammer Jockeys, Kaitlyn Schmit & 
The Move, eight Ball, and Mustang 
Sally. The Social Tent will offer bever-
ages from The Winery at Versailles, 
MillerCoors, Anheuser-Busch and 
Moeller Brew Barn. In addition to 
chicken the festival will have festival 
food, the Music Booster Food tent 

and that Famous VAPPA Lemonade.
Amusement rides, games, pony rides, 

and much more. YOLO will organize 
the 5k Run/Walk with registration 
extending to the morning of the event. 
Ultimate Frisbee players will return to 
Versailles with a one-day tournament 
on June 12. The vendor area will be 
managed by the Zac Richards Founda-
tion which will host a large selection of 
merchandise. The Versailles FFA will 
offer an Agriculture Awareness and Pro-
motion Tent on Saturday and Sunday. 
Other activities include “Sons of the 
Legion” Cornhole Tournament, Lions 
Club Chuck-a-luck, FRee Kiddie Trac-
tor Pulls, Flower Show, K of C Bingo, 
displays, Cake & egg Show, Art & Pho-
tography Show, and of course the Miss 
Chick and Little Miss Poultry Days 
pageants. NeW this year is a FRee 
Chicken eating Contest on Sunday.

Poultry Days thanks everyone for 
their continued support. The board is 
committed to offering a festival that 
celebrates our history and welcomes 
visitors. Visit VersaillesPoultryDays.
com for the full festival schedule 
and event details. Get live festival 
updates by following Poultry Days 
on Facebook. All chicken questions 
should be sent to VPDChickenLine@
gmail.com. General questions 
about the festival can be sent to 
PoultryDaysChairman@gmail.com.
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Staff report

VeRSAILLeS — Midmark Corp. 
held a beam-raising ceremony to cel-
ebrate the progress being made on 
the new facility that will be Hotel Ver-
sailles, the restaurant Silas, and a new 
event space named 1819 Room.

The ceremony was held Monday on 
the site of the former Inn at Versailles, 
and featured several community lead-
ers and Midmark executives, includ-
ing Jon Wells, president and CeO 
of Midmark, Jeff Subler, mayor of 
Versailles and Matt Aultman, Darke 
County commissioner. Guest speak-
ers at the event took the opportunity 
to explain the importance of the new 
facility to the community. The cere-
mony culminated with attendees sign-
ing one of the final beams that will be 
placed into the structure.

“Nearly everyone in the commu-
nity has a fond memory of The Inn 
at Versailles. It’s where they went to 
celebrate special occasions and spend 
time with friends and family,” said 
Jack Olshan, managing director of 
Hotel Versailles, Midmark. “Today, we 
honor that legacy while looking for-
ward to the exciting future this new 
facility represents for the village of 
Versailles and the surrounding area. I 
look forward to creating an environ-
ment with Hotel Versailles, Silas and 
the 1819 Room where residents can 
continue to come for their celebra-
tions and get-togethers and create 
new memories. We are also looking 
forward to hosting those who are 
looking for that special getaway or 
simply a place for an intimate social 
gathering.”

The new facilities are scheduled 
to open in the spring of 2022 to sup-
port Midmark’s business partners 
and welcome regional patrons. Hotel 
Versailles will offer an elevated experi-
ence through its 30 rooms, including 
six suites, enhanced amenities, a fit-
ness room, and a new courtyard and 
patio. The centerpiece of the boutique 
hotel is Silas, which will feature an 
array of indoor, outdoor, lounge and 
private dining seating. There are also 
plans for frequent live entertainment 
in the lounge area. The 1819 Room, 
which features an outdoor courtyard, 
will accommodate up to 200 guests 
and offer a premier event space to the 
surrounding community. All spaces 
can be reserved for private parties by 
visiting hotelversaillesohio.com.

This month, Midmark announced 
the appointment of Aaron Allen to its 
hospitality team as executive chef of 
Silas at Hotel Versailles. With more 
than 14 years of culinary experience, 
the Dayton-native will oversee menu 
planning for Silas and 1819 Room. He 
is currently working with Olshan to 
build out their team, with positions 
available now, and plans to announce 
several more in the fall. Positions cur-
rently available are hotel manager, 
pastry chef and sous-chef. In addition, 
they will be looking to fill more than 
50 positions in the early fall, including 
servers, cooks, bartenders and front 
desk agents, with an array of benefits 
unique to the hospitality industry.

“It’s really exciting to see the 
construction moving along. Progress 
on the facility is advancing at a 

Midmark celebrates Hotel 
Versailles construction
Beam-raising ceremony marks historic milestone

Provided photo
Midmark Corp. held a beam-raising ceremony Monday to celebrate progress on the Hotel Versailles. 
Shown from left to right are Mike Busse, Village Administrator, Village of Versailles; Matt Aultman, 
Darke County Commissioner; Jon Wells, President and CEO, Midmark; Monique McGlinch, VP, 
Customer Engagement, Midmark; Jack Olshan, Managing Director, Hotel Versailles; Larry Holmes, 
Darke County Commissioner; Jeff Subler, Mayor of Versailles; and Mike Stegall, Darke County 
Commissioner.

See HOTeL | 8 1324 Wagner Ave. Greenville, OH 45331 / 937-548-1060
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1324 Wagner Ave Greenville, OH 45331
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Staff report

DARKe COUNTY — Darke Coun-
ty’s longtime sheriff announced his 
retirement in September 2021.

effective Oct. 31, 2021, Darke Coun-
ty Sheriff Toby L. Spencer stepped 
down as sheriff and retired after 47 
years of service with the Sheriff ’s 
Office, 28 of which have been as the 
elected sheriff of Darke County.

Spencer first joined the sheriff ’s 
department in 1974 as a road deputy 
and performed in that role until 1977 
when he was promoted to the detec-

tive section. Spencer was first elected 
Darke County Sheriff in 1992.

Sheriff Spencer said he wants to 
thank the citizens of Darke County for 
supporting him and having the confi-
dence in him to have elected him for 
eight terms as sheriff.

Spencer said, “I truly am a blessed 
man to have served the wonderful citi-
zens and great Darke County, Ohio.”

Spencer reported retiring from the 
Sheriff ’s Office for personal reasons 
that have taken a toll on his life in 
the past couple of years. As well, he 
noted there were professional reasons 
that he believed were not conducive 
to allowing him to do the job he was 
elected to do.

“I was elected to serve and protect 
the citizens of Darke County,” he stat-
ed. “Unfortunately, under the courts of 
Darke County, the only ones that are 
protected are those that continue to 
offend and continually break the law. 
There is no accountability for those 

that prey on our society.”
The Darke County Republican 

Central Committee unanimously 
elected Mark e. Whittaker to fill the 
vacancy left by Spencer, a Republican. 
Whittaker will act as interim sheriff 
to serve the remainder of Spencer’s 
unexpired term. By Ohio statute, the 
party leadership is responsible for 
choosing a person to fill any unex-
pired term of an office vacated by a 
member of its party.

“It is a privilege and an honor to 
be selected by the Republican Cen-
tral Committee to serve the citizens 
of Darke County as their sheriff. I 
look forward to leading the men and 
women of the Darke County Sheriff ’s 
Office in providing professional ser-
vice with integrity to our county. I 
would like to thank everyone for the 
overwhelming support I have received 
and especially to retired Sheriff Spen-
cer for his mentoring of me over the 
last 12 years as his chief deputy. I feel 
his strong leadership has prepared me 
for the future.” said Whittaker.

Whittaker has been a resident of 
Darke County for most of his life. He 
has served as a Darke County Deputy 
for a total of 26 years, including his 12 
years as chief deputy.

Spencer retires as Darke County Sheriff
28-year run ended Oct. 31

Daily Advocate image
Darke County Sheriff Toby L. Spencer retired 
Oct. 31, 2021. Spencer was first elected sheriff 
in 1992.

consistent pace. This is in large 
part thanks to the overwhelming 
support Midmark has received from 
the community as we’ve embarked 
on this project,” said Monique 
McGlinch, vice president, customer 
engagement, Midmark. “It won’t be 
long before local residents have a 
premier location to experience quality 

food with locally sourced ingredients. 
As the hospitality industry gets back 
on track and families start venturing 
out again, the village of Versailles 
will be ready to welcome guests and 
visitors.”

For more information or to inquire 
about making 1819 Room reserva-
tions, visit hotelversaillesohio.com. 
You may also visit @hotelversaille-
sohio and @silascreativekitchen on 
Facebook and Instagram for the latest 
updates.

From page 7

Hotel

“I truly am a blessed man to have 
served the wonderful citizens 
and great Darke County, Ohio.”

— Toby L. Spencer,
Retired Darke County Sheriff

Real Estate • Estate Planning Elder Law
Domestic Relations • Personal Injury
Bankruptcy • Criminal Defense DUI

Rudnick-Hosek Law Offi ce
FULL SERVICE FIRM

A trusted law offi ce for over 40 years with 
award-winning, experienced attorneys 
with a reputation for getting results.

NEW
LOCATION

200 West Main Street
Greenville, Ohio 
45331
Tel: (937) 547-0218

Email: contact@
rudnickhosek.com
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By Abigail Miller
DailyAdvocate.com

GReeNVILLe — The Darke 
County Parks District welcomed the 
historic Bear’s Mill into its family of 
parks on Saturday afternoon.

The Friends of Bear’s Mill 
approached Darke County Parks two 
years ago about potentially obtaining 
ownership of the mill and the surround-
ing 38 acres. Since then, both parties 
worked together towards the transfer of 
property to the park district.

The transfer of ownership was made 
official on April 1 and approved by 
the Ohio Public Works Commission.

The previous owners, Terry and 

Julie Clark, owned the mill from 1979 
to 2013, and made significant changes 
like adding a gallery, upgrading the 
shop, and preserving the overall 
condition of the mill while they were 
owners.

Former board member of Bear’s 
Mill, Thomas Menke, said without 
the Clarks, he doesn’t think the mill 
would still be standing.

“The Clark hippies came along in 
the ’70s, the flower kids, and they put 
their heart, soul, their blood, their 
tears, their equity into this thing,” he 
said. “After so many years of keeping 
things going, I think if they wouldn’t 
have been involved, this building may 
have been a feature down at King’s 

Island, probably a haunted mansion or 
something like that.”

In addition to mill tours, art classes 
and the mill store, the parks are now 
offering canoe and kayak rentals 
from the Bish Discovery Center and 
to canoe and kayak down the scenic 
Greenville Creek to Bears Mill.

Darke County Parks Director Roger 
Van Frank indicated one of the most 
important issues with this transfer is 
the actual preservation of the mill and 
mill race. Plans for the first phase of 
the mill race renovation are already 
underway.

Ohio State Rep. Jena Powell 
(R-Arcanum) said the mill will con-
tinue to be an asset to young children 

in the community, just as it was to her 
growing up in Darke County.

“It’s incredible to be here today,” 
she said. “I toured this place when I 
was just a little home-schooled girl 
and I remember walking out and 
thinking it was just incredible. Con-
gratulations to you all, you’re really 
passing on the torch of ideas and 
imagination to kids, parents and the 
people of Darke County, so well done 
on your work.”

The mill is currently open Thurs-
day to Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. The Darke 
County Parks District asks that peo-
ple wear masks to offer protection for 
everyone.

Darke County Parks welcomes Bear’s Mill
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2259 St. Rt. 502 
Greenville,Ohio
937-548-7513 

winnersmeats.com

Thanks for the continued 
support in 2022. 
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Banker, 
volunteer,
band mom.

- Brandy Rhodehamel, Personal Banking 
   Versailles, OH

We’re more than our job titles and you’re more than an account number. The 

personal attention we provide comes from a promise to serve you with respect 

and compassion. By being responsive to your questions, and taking time to 

understand your needs and goals, we give you more than just a place to bank. 

That’s the more you can expect from Park National Bank.

Find Brandy or a Park National banker near you at parknationalbank.com
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77 Years In Business
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999 Sweitzer St., 
Greenville, Ohio 
(937) 548-5220
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89 Years In Business

1886 St Rt 121 North, 
New Madison, OH 45346

937-996-1581
Brenda Maitlen & Jennifer Fleagle

oblentz
GenCY

112 E Washington St. 
New Madison, OH 45346

937-996-1581

FoR All YoUR
InSURAnCe neeDS

Brenda Maitlen  & Jennifer Fleagle 41
01
97
92

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS

OBLENTZ
GENCY

We Build The Best One Trailer At A Time

R.J. COX COMPANY
937-548-4699

8903 ST. RT. 571
ARCANUM, OH 

coxtrailer@embarqmail.com

Selling and Manufacturing 
Quality Equipment Since 1949

• Open • Utlity • Enclosed  
• HYD Dump • Custom • Construction

40
97

31
88

www.coxtrailer.com
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8903 ST. RT. 571
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Selling and Manufacturing 
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• Open • Utlity • Enclosed  
• HYD Dump • Custom • Construction
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73 Years In Business

KELLER 
Si1uT l'J.'H 

�,;: _, •me ... ,. �
Keller Grain & Feed Inc. 

Horatio - Pitsburg 
www.kellergrain.com 

448-2284 * 800-537-7302 

Keller Animal Feeds & Needs Drive Thru 
Greenville 

www .keHerfeeds.com 
833-4128 548-0130 

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Grain Marketing

• Animal Feeds 
and Needs

KELLER 
Si1uT l'J.'H 

�,;: _, •me ... ,. �
Keller Grain & Feed Inc. 

Horatio - Pitsburg 
www.kellergrain.com 

448-2284 * 800-537-7302 

Keller Animal Feeds & Needs Drive Thru 
Greenville 

www .keHerfeeds.com 
833-4128 548-0130 

KELLER 
Si1uT l'J.'H 

�,;: _, •me ... ,. �
Keller Grain & Feed Inc. 

Horatio - Pitsburg 
www.kellergrain.com 

448-2284 * 800-537-7302 

Keller Animal Feeds & Needs Drive Thru 
Greenville 

www .keHerfeeds.com 
833-4128 548-0130 

To keep up with specials, 
new products, and events!

KELLER 
Si1uT l'J.'H 

�,;: _, •me ... ,. �
Keller Grain & Feed Inc. 

Horatio - Pitsburg 
www.kellergrain.com 

448-2284 * 800-537-7302 

Keller Animal Feeds & Needs Drive Thru 
Greenville 

www .keHerfeeds.com 
833-4128 548-0130 

Keller Grain & Feed Inc.
Horatio — Pitsburg

www.kellergrain.com
448-2284 • 800-537-7302

Keller Animal Feeds & Needs
Drive � ru — Greenville

www.kellerfeeds.com
548-0130

88 Years In Business
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3MEMBER OWNED ELECTRIC UTILITY SINCE 1936
....Integrity

....Innovation
....Accountablility

....Community Commitment

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

86 Years In Business

“Generations Serving You!”

1499 N. Broadway
Greenville 

937-548-4141

653 Hickey Ave
Versailles

937-526-4440 O
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75+ Years In Business
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Wissman Window
& Door Plus More

Sales ▪ Service ▪ Installation
Entry & Storm Doors

Garage Doors & Openers
326 South Braodway ▪ Greenville, OH 45331 ▪ (937) 547-3365
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58 Years In Business
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725 Pine St., Greenville, OH 45331
937-548-0360  www.mccugreenville.org

68 Years In Business
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Barberine’s
Custom Works LLC

Custom Paint • Restorations • Insurance Claims

Phone 937-459-4000 Fax: 937-459-4467
1210 Sweitzer Street, Greenville, OH 45331

Email: barberinescustomworks@outlook.com

40 Years plus In Business With 5 Years in Greenville
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(937) 548-7158
Fax: (937) 548-1129

3690 Hollansburg-Sampson Road
Greenville, Ohio 45331

Asphalt & Asphal Products
Residential-Commercial-Industrial

60 Years In Business

O
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“Linking Technologies”

BUSINESS COMMUNICATION EXPERTS

(937)548-9009   (800)396-0787   www.dossusa.com

35 Years In Business

•Business 
Telephones
•Voice Mail 
Systems

•Web Hosting
•Computer 
Networking
•Data Cabling

•Web Design
•Certi� ed 
Technicians
•24x7 Emergency 

Service
•Video Security
• Cloud Services

Wise Supply Co Inc 
215 South St., Union City, IN   (765) 964-4477 
Monday-Friday 7am-5pm; Saturday 8am-12pm 

Residential Building Supplies
Come by and see Donna, Dwight, and Janice  

for your building and home improvement needs

65 Years In Business
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S H A K E

S L A M

W E T

C O L D

H O T

OH-70269393

35 Years In Business
WE TEST. SO IT RUNS.

Barga Heating, A/C  
& Refrigeration Inc.
www.bargahtgac.com 

(937) 548-3645
LIC NO. 22084

Open Regular Hours
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19 Years In Business

OH-70269399

SELECT PARTNER

Jordan Agency 
937-548-1606

jordam4@nationwide.comSELECT PARTNER

Jordan Agency 
937-548-1606

jordam4@nationwide.com

Jordan Agency
937-548-1606

matt@jordanagencygreenville.com

32 Years In Business

Greenville Snap Fitness
1370 A/B Kitchen Aid Way • Greenville, OH

937-547-3311
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Snap Greenville  
See our FB & Instagram Pages for details!

15 Years In Business

Monte Miller, Owner

P.O. Box 171
710 Hiddeson Ave.

Greenville, OH 45331State ID #27671

Bucket Truck Service
State Fire Alarm License

548-8843
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27 Years In Business
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20 Years In Business

Matt • 937-417-7071
PO Box 1 • Bradford, Ohio 45308

• SEAL COATING
• STRIPING
• PATCHING

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PENNY’S BLACKTOP
MAINTENANCE

11 Years In Business
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Regular Hours 
T-W&TH 10-5 | F-10-4 | Sat. 10-2

309 S. Broadway, 
Greenville 

937-459-5030



2021 YEAR IN REVIEW Daily Advocate/Early Bird14    Sunday, January 30, 2022
O

H-
70

26
90

07

937-526-4501
36 North Steffin Street • Versailles, Ohio 45380

worchlumber.com

The newest styles.
The trendiest trends.
The latest of the very 
latest.
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By Erik Martin
DailyAdvocate.com

GReeNVILLe — Heroes don’t 
always wear capes, but they do often 
wear uniforms. In some instances, 
they wear the uniform of the United 
States Postal Service.

Jacinda “Jacy” Dohme, of 
Greenville, a postal carrier for the 
Greenville branch of the USPS, 
was lauded Thursday morning by 
her coworkers and the Postmaster 
General of the United States, Louis 
DeJoy, for her act of heroism which 
saved a life.

Recently, while delivering mail to 
the Fox Run Senior Apartment Com-
plex in Greenville, Dohme noticed 
that one of her customers was con-
spicuously absent for a few days, 
observing the woman had not picked 
up her mail or taken her trash can 
out for pickup.

“I started to feel concerned,” said 
Dohme, “I went to knock on the 
door, rang the doorbell, there was 
no answer, so I asked her neighbor if 
he’d seen her lately and he said ‘No.’ 
So I went down to the office to let 
them know. She was found down and 

unresponsive. They got the proper 
medical care to her.”

Dohme said she was glad to have 
been there at that time so somebody 
could find the woman in distress.

On hand at the Greenville USPS 
branch to present a signed com-
mendation from the U.S. Postmaster 
General were Rob Baker, regional 
post office operations manager, and 
Jean Lovejoy, district manager.

As for the commendation signed 
by the U.S. Postmaster Gen-

eral, Dohme said she was “a little 
shocked, surprised, but it is a great 
feeling to have that honor. every-
body in the office gets to share all 
that enjoyment too.”

Postal worker Ryan Miller of 
Greenville also received kudos from 
his post office coworkers, being 
named as this year’s “MVP.” His 
commendation was presented to him 

by fellow employee Dee Valdes.
Postal Officer in Charge Walt 

Brown said he is extremely proud of 
all his workers.

“They’re great, they care about 
their customers and they like watch-
ing out for them,” he said.

To contact Daily Advocate Editor Erik Martin, email 
emartin@aimmediamidwest.com or call 937.569.4312.

Postal worker commended for saving life
Alerted officials to medical emergency

Photos by Erik Martin | The Daily Advocate
Jacinda “Jacy” Dohme (center) holds a commendation from the U.S. Postmaster General, appluding 
her for saving the life of an elderly woman. Rob Baker, regional post office operations manager (left), 
and Jean Lovejoy, district manager (right) were on hand to present her the commendation.

Postal worker Dee Valdes (left) presents fellow 
employee Ryan Miller (right) with a commendation 
naming him the Greenville branch’s MVP for the 
year.

J & B TRANSMISSION & 
AUTO REPAIR

“A Trusted Name Since 1970”

All Types of Transmission
Repairs Foreign & Domestic

We also do Brakes - Tune Ups Etc...Along with other Minor Repairs

1301 Sweitzer St. • Greenville, Ohio 45331

937-548-9540O
H-
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60

Union City 
765-964-3191

Fort Recovery 
419-375-4137

OH-70269382
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By Erik Martin
DarkeCountyMedia.com

GReeNVILLe — Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine, joined by Ohio First Lady 
Fran DeWine, visited Greenville Satur-
day, March 13, 2021, to witness Darke 
County’s vaccination efforts to combat 
COVID-19.

Local health care workers were joined 
by members of the Ohio National Guard 
in vaccinating Darke County citizens. 
Reid Hospital, Wayne HealthCare, 
Family Health, and the Darke County 
Health Department have joined togeth-

er in a mutual effort to provide vacci-
nations for the public. The event took 
place at Reid’s Jackson Street location 
in Greenville.

DeWine toured the facility and spoke 
with staff and those receiving the vac-
cine and noted their sense of relief.

“One thing we notice everywhere 
we go is that people are happy to get 
the shots, they’re happy to move on 
with their life,” he said. “This is a very 
impressive operation. This is really the 
community coming together.”

DeWine said at least 17 percent of 
Darke County residents have been vac-
cinated, and that those aged 50 years 
old and older represent 98 percent of 
the deaths in the state. As of Friday, 

DeWine praises Darke County’s vaccination efforts
Toured Reid Hospital’s 
vaccination site

Erik Martin | Darke County Media

LEFT: Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine 
(speaking 
with Dr. Henry 
Chong, left) was 
in Greenville, 
overseeing 
COVID-19 
vaccinations 
being dispensed 
at Reid 
Hospital’s 
Greenville 
offices. 
DeWine said 
approximately 
17 percent of 
Darke County 
residents 
had thus far 
received the 
vaccine.

See DeWINe | 18

Wishing You All the 
Beauty of the Year

Thanks for the beautiful gift of your friendship and support. Customers like 
you make it all worthwhile. 

741 E. Main St. • Versailles 45380 • 1-937-526-3711

Hours
Monday - Friday: 8am - 4:30pm

Saturday: 9am - Noon
Appointments Available
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220 E. 4th St.,  Greenville, OH • 937-548-2640 • www.midwest-auctioneers.com

AUCTION   AUCTION   AUCTION   AUCTION   AUCTION   AUCTION

AUCTION
Sat. – October 19, 2019 at 9:00 AM

201 N Main St. – Arcanum, OH 45304
Tools – Antiques – Household Goods - Collectables 

John Deere 110 garden tractor with bagger and blade - Full size slate 
pool table & accessories - Approx. 200 pcs. stained glass w/ Taurus 
water cutter, buffers, grinders, patterns, & more
Tools: Lg. selection of hand, power, and 
mechanics tools & garden tools; Bench grinder; 
Wilton scroll saw; (2) Kennedy tool boxes; (4) 
Metal machinists benches; Craftsman arm 
saw; Air America 220 air compressor; Floor 
jacks; Lincoln AC-225 Arc welder; Craftsman 
double stack tool box; Battery charger; Work 
mates; Power craft sander; Troy Built 2600 Psi 
pressure washer; Engine stand; Gas cans; 
Work bench sander; Metal shelving; Galaxy 
500 Ford engine parts; Wellcraft boat engine; 
Scott Atwater boat motor; Lg. lawn roller; 
Lawn sweeper; Brooms, rakes, & shovels; 
Hedge trimmers; Weed eater; Antq: “Birds 
Eye” 3 pc. maple bedroom suite; Oak ornate 
dining room table w/leaves; (6) pressed 
back plank chairs; Parlor table; Oak chest of 
drawers; Childs desk & chair; Koo-Koo clock 
(Germany); License plates; Barn lanterns; 
Wood machinists bench; Milk bottles & jugs; 
Sad iron; High chair; Victorian framed print;  
Victorian marble top dresser; Oak dresser; 
Buffett; Clothes dryer; Carnival & Depression 
glass; Bowl, pitcher, & stand; Blue China; 
HHG: Electrical household items; Frigidaire 
SxS refrigerator; Frigidaire chest freezer (4 
yrs. old); Washer & dryer set; Queen mattress 
& pivot box; Bar chairs; Wood & metal beds; 
Hall tree; Gun racks; LR furniture; Oak TV 
stand; Bucket bench; Roll top desk (new); 
Shadow box; Pair glass lamps; Bedroom 
table lamps; Blonde 3 pc. Bedroom suite; 
Figurines; Clown ornaments; Cookware & 
bakeware; Pitching horse shoes; Mens & 
womens bicycles; Shot gun shell reloader; 
Fishing equip.; Kerosene lamps; and many 
more items not listed. Auctioneers Note: This 
is a large auction with many additional items not listed. The auction will be 
held under cover starting with tools then following with household items and 
antiques. Terms: A 10% Buyer’s Premium will be applied to all purchases. 
Accepted payment is cash, check w/ ID, and credit card w/ 3% fee. 
Please visit www.midwest-auctioneers.com for more information and 
pictures.

The Hogg Family Trust 
Carrie Schmidt, Atty.   Jerrilyn McFarland, Trustee

2021 A Tremendous Success

Bussey Brothers Auction Services along with Midwest Auctioneers & Realty, Inc. 
would like to thank all of our patrons for the tremendous success with our second year of 
Equipment Consignment auctions in 2021, selling Ag related equip. & implements, trucks 

& trailers, excavation/construction equip. & lawn & garden items! Our bidder platform 
both onsite and online continues to grow with over 1000 of local, state, national as well as 
international buyers. Early consignors get the advantage of our Prime Advertising options of 
National/Regional/Internet promotions. Consignments are accepted daily for all upcoming 
auctions!! Visit our websites for info on our competitive seller rates, auction terms, & auc-
tion dates. We continue to look forward to selling to you andfor you in the following years. 

Call Auctioneers Grant Bussey at 937-564-6250 or Mike Baker 937-459-9558
www.midwest-auctioneers.com or www.auctionzip.com ID’s 47310 & 12379

$86,000 $190,000 $58,000
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By Erik Martin
DarkeCountyMedia.com

GReeNVILLe — After many months 
of debate and revisions, Greenville City 
Council approved an ordinance raising 
water and sewer rates for city residents 
and businesses on June 1, 2021.

Water and sewer rates went up 20 
percent effective Sept. 1, 2021. Rates 
will see a 10-percent increase March 
1, 2022, a 20-percent increase Sept. 1, 
2022, and a further 10-percent increase 
March 1, 2023.

As well, the city will switch to month-
ly billing for water and sewer services 
beginning Sept. 1 this year. The mea-
sure passed unanimously. 

The city is seeking the increases to 

pay for infrastructure improvements for 
water and wastewater services, includ-
ing replacement of aged water lines 
and construction of an additional water 
tower as recommended by the ePA.

The initial version of the measure 
had significantly higher rate increases 
at the start — 50 percent for water, 
25 percent for sewer. Though council 
accepted the Utilities Committee rec-
ommendations for rate increases, the 
measure was defeated following input 
from the public.

A revised version had lower percent-
ages to start but included a locked-in 
5-percent yearly increase. This was also 
declined by council.

In December 2021, Ohio Lt. Gov. Jon 
Husted announced an Ohio BUILDS 

Water Infrastructure Grant award of 
$1.4 million for the City of Greenville at 
the Greenville City Building’s Council 
Chambers on Dec. 9.

“It was not expected,” said Greenville 
Safety/Service Director Ryan Delk. 
“When we first started talking about 
raising water rates, we didn’t have the 
funds to kick it off, so we would have to 
do low-interest loans or wait to save the 
money to get it. We’ve applied for many 
grants.”

Greenville’s $1.4 million grant will be 
used for new transmission water mains 
on the south side of town, replacing the 
original infrastructure installed in 1893.

Currently, many of the cast iron mains 
run through private property, making 
them difficult to maintain. In 2019, 

there was a major water line break, 
resulting in a boil water advisory for 
Greenville, including the City Building.

According to Delk, the total project 
estimate is slightly less than $1.9 mil-
lion, so the $1.4 million grant from the 
state covers a significant portion of that 
cost, and the city has also received a 
second grant towards the project.

“We’ve received this one this week, 
and we’ve also received a lead-line grant 
which is about $900,000 to replace the 
lines, plus principal forgiveness through 
the Ohio ePA as well, so we’re look-
ing at about $2.3 million total to work 
with,” Delk stated. He added that, in 
the short-term, this will have no bearing 
on enacted rate increases on water and 
sewer services to Greenville residents.

City approves water, sewer increases

INDULGE IN FUN
ONE SLICE AT A TIME

WONDER WOMAN 
COOKIE COLLISION

BLIZZARD CAKE

RASPBERRY 
FUDGE BLISS

BLIZZARD CAKE

We’re here 
for you.
Drive-Thru. 
Takeout.

HAPPY
TASTES
GOOD

1510 WAGNER AVE GREENVILLE, OH 45331-2892
937-459-4548
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March 12, the state reported a total 
of 17,871 COVID deaths, with Darke 
County itself recording 116 COVID 
deaths.

Asked when he expects there to be a 
lifting of restrictions and mask wearing, 

DeWine said a return to normal activi-
ties depends on how fast Ohioans get 
vaccinated, saying the goal is “50 cases 
per 100,000 population.”

The Republican governor’s slow-
paced return to normal, however, faces 
opposition among members of his own 
party in the Ohio General Assembly

On March 4, State Rep. Jena Powell 
(R-Arcanum) introduced legislation 
intended to remove the mask mandate 

altogether.
“Sixteen states currently do not have 

a statewide mask mandate,” said Pow-
ell. “These states are thriving economi-
cally, mentally, and emotionally.”

The legislation also prohibits any 
statewide mask mandates by the gover-
nor or any department director during 
the duration of the COVID-19 state of 
emergency, unless approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Asked his thoughts on the measure, 
DeWine called it a “mistake” and said, 
“We’re driving, we’re at the 5-yard line 
of the other guy, and ready to score, but 
we can’t walk off the field, we can’t stop 
right now.”

“We need to play defense a little while 
longer with these masks. These masks 
work exceedingly well,” he added. “The 
reason we are in the position we are 
today is two things: We have the vac-
cine, which is on offense, and we’re 
driving hard… but for a little while lon-
ger we’ve got to play defense.”

Gov. DeWine predicted a return 
to normal activities in Darke County 
this summer, and expects community 
events such as the Darke County Fair 
and Annie Oakley Days to go ahead as 
planned.

Darke County Health Department 
Director of Nursing emily Hoisington 
said they were dispensing 400 doses of 
the vaccine Saturday, accommodating 
approximately 100 people per hour.

Darke County Commissioners Larry 
Holmes and Mike Stegall accompanied 
the governor on his tour of the facility.

Stegall said Darke County citizens 
should be proud of all local health care 
organizations involved.

“This collaboration between Reid, 
Family Health, Wayne HealthCare, 
they’ve done a tremendous job,” he 
said.

Holmes said it was good to have the 
governor visit and he, too, was proud of 
Darke County.

“It’s been nice that we’ve been able 
to come together, ” he said, “Let’s 
finish the race and try to get back to 
normal.”

To contact Darke County Media Editor Erik Martin, 
email emartin@aimmediamidwest.com or call 
937.569.4312.

Dale Barger | Darke County Media
Gov. Mike DeWine and his wife speak with Ohio National Guard members onsite at Reid Hospital’s Jackson Street office in Greenville.

Dale Barger | Darke County Media
Gov. Mike DeWine speaks with the press about 
his visit to Reid Health in Greenville. He called it 
“a very impressive operation.”
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By Dawn Hatfield
DailyAdvocate.com

GReeNVILLe — The winter 
holiday season has officially begun in 
Greenville, Ohio. With the crisp fall 
weather came the clopping of horse 
hooves down South Broadway Sat-
urday evening. The long-anticipated 
annual Hometown Holiday Horse 
Parade was back in full gallop, well, 
maybe more of a trot, after three 
long years! equestrians and specta-
tors excitedly filled the streets of 
Downtown Greenville, and even the 
horses seemed responsive to the buzz 
of excitement in the air. Spotty rain 
showers had cleared and the lingering 
sting of cold in the air was overpow-
ered by winter coats, hats, gloves, and 
even blankets. No one was going to 
miss this celebration.

The parade began at 7 p.m. and ran 
for nearly an hour as more than 90 
lighted horse-drawn carriages, hitches, 
and riders illuminated downtown. 
Horse teams descended on the com-
munity from across Ohio, Indiana, and 
Kentucky to entertain the estimated 
8,000-plus spectators gathered in 
Greenville from across Darke County 
and beyond.

Currently in its 18th year, the 
Hometown Holiday Horse Parade was 
selected as the “Best of Ohio” parade 
by the readers of “Ohio Magazine” 
for 2019. Main Street Greenville’s 
event chairperson, Diana Stebbins, 
coordinated this activities-packed fam-
ily event. Unfortunately, due first to 
weather conditions in 2019 and then 
to the COVID-19 pandemic last year, 
the parade had been canceled for two 
consecutive holiday seasons. However, 
this year brought back the tradition 
in a big way. Both Romer’s Catering 
and Sure Shot Tap House both offered 

delicious (reservation/ticket-required) 
buffets great for fueling up for all the 
after-hours shopping available in more 
than 40 downtown establishments. 
Free pony rides for children and free 
hot cocoa for everyone were two favor-
ites of event-goers. Live music was 
offered in front of the Darke County 
Courthouse as well as at the Circle 
Fountain.

The grand marshals of this year’s 
parade were Steve Baker, of WHIO-TV, 
and Betty Birt, former Main Street 
Greenville Board secretary. The two 
shared the honor as co-grand marshals 
due to the cancellation of previous 
parades. They were carried from Mar-
tin Street up South Broadway to the 
Circle and back by a single-horse car-
riage shining brightly with twinkling 
lights.

 Although not a Darke County resi-
dent, Baker was honored with the dis-
tinction of grand marshal because of 
his dedication to covering news stories 
and events in Greenville and Darke 
County. According to a 2020 press 
release, Baker started his career in 
broadcasting after a stint in the Navy 
and worked at WPTW in Piqua and 
also as a stringer for Channel 2 before 
joining WHIO-TV in 1980. Chairper-
son Stebbins explained Baker’s connec-
tion to the Hometown Holiday Horse 
Parade. In the first years, the parade 
was fortunate to draw 1,000 to 2,000 
spectators, but after Baker did a story 
on the event, it grew to around 10,000 
visitors. Baker said of Greenville and 
its parade to WHIO.com, “Just a great 
parade, a great parade. A neat city, a 
neat county. I’m all excited about it 
and so is my wife.”

Additional grand marshal, Betty 
Birt, graduated from Siena Heights 
University in Michigan in 1971 and 
is a self-described “transplant” who 

married Rick Birt from Greenville that 
November. Betty worked at Brethren 
Retirement Community and first 
began volunteering for Main Street 
Greenville under the leadership of 
Amber Schmerge. She worked closely 
with both Amber and Deanna York, 
the previous executive director of the 
Darke County Visitors Bureau. Betty 
collaborated with Deanna to bring 
GOBA (Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure) 
to Greenville and became a member 
of the board in 2013, serving as board 
secretary beginning in 2015.

A 2019 press release says it best, 
“Betty Birt was an easy choice to 
serve as a Main Street Greenville 
Board Member,” said previous direc-
tor Amber Garrett. “Her positive 

attitude, willingness to volunteer, and 
her continuous support of downtown 
Greenville were all beneficial to the 
organization over the years. Betty has 
been involved with numerous projects, 
programs, and events including the 
free pony rides during the Hometown 
Holiday Horse Parade.”

When asked about her favorite part 
of downtown Greenville, Betty touched 
on the holidays, “I love the Horse 
Parade and all of the lights and the 
horses prancing down the street and 
all of the good smells from the street 
vendors! I love Christmastime and 
seeing the beautiful windows and the 
Circle and the street lights decorated 

Horses dance down Broadway once again
Holiday Horse Parade ushers in the holiday season
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“Coming into the year, we wanted to 
make it farther than last year (a 31-28 
regional final loss to Roger Bacon). 
We had our eyes on a state champion-
ship,” Bey said. “But we always preach 
process over product. There’s nothing 
more we could do than work hard every 
day to reach the goal we did today.”

Jack Osborne ran for 50 yards and 
one TD on 22 carries. Noah Mceld-
owney caught four passes for 68 yards.

Both squads finished with 263 yards 
of offense.

Versailles scored on the first drive of 
the game. The Tigers received the open-
ing kickoff and drove 63 yards on 10 
plays to take a 6-0 lead after a missed 
extra point. Bey scored on a 15-yard run 
with 6:24 left to cap off the drive.

Kirtland responded on the next drive. 
The Hornets drove 43 yards on nine 
plays and scored when Johnny Raguz 
kicked a 38-yard field goal with 2:52 left 
in the first.

But Versailles scored on its next drive 
possession. The Tigers drove 65 yards 
on 10 plays and scored when Bey threw 
a 24-yard TD pass to Michael Osborne 
on the visitor’s sideline, which Osborne 
caught under pressure with 9:25 left in 
the second to push the lead to 13-3.

Both squads had one turnover late in 

the second, but neither capitalized. Ver-
sailles drove to Kirtland’s 20 in the final 
seconds of the quarter but couldn’t score.

Kirtland went three-and-out to start 
the third quarter, and Versailles then 
went on a 13-play, 80-yard drive that 
was capped by a 1-yard touchdown run 
by Jack Osborne with 3:22 left. Chase 
Mceldowney kicked the extra point to 
push the lead to 20-3.

It was the second state title earned 
by Midwest Athletic Conference team 
on Saturday. Marion Local beat Newark 
Catholic 42-7 in the D-VII state title 
game on Saturday morning. It’s the pro-
gram’s 12th state championship. Cold-
water lost 26-14 to Carey in the D-VI 
state title game on Saturday afternoon.

Versailles and Marion Local’s win 
pushes the number of football titles won 
by MAC schools to 39 and the number 
of state titles in all sports to 145.

“You’ve got difficult games week in 
and week out in the MAC,” Jones said. 
“You can lose any week. You’ve got to 
be consistent, and you’ve got to bring 
your ‘A’ game every week, because any-
body can knock you off.”

Kirtland (14-1) had won 55 con-
secutive games before Saturday’s loss, 
including the D-VI state title game in 
2018 and D-V state title game in 2019 
and 2020.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-4818, or follow @
SidneyOHSports on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN on 
Facebook.

From page 3

Tigers

Photos by Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Versailles senior quarterback Carson Bey throws as he gets a block from teammate Titus Gehret 
during the Division V state championship game on Saturday night at Tom Benson Hall of Fame 
Stadium in Canton. Bey threw for for 129 yards with one TD and ran for 99 yards and one TD on 27 
carries.

LEFT: 
Versailles’ 
Noah 
McEldowney 
hauls in a pass 
as Kirtland’s 
Tommy 
Gogolin 
approaches 
during the 
Division 
V state 
championship 
game on 
Saturday 
night at Tom 
Benson Hall of 
Fame Stadium 
in Canton.

Versailles’ Payton Platfoot, left, and Trey Mills bring down Kirtland’s Gino Blasini during the Division V 
state championship game on Saturday night at Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium in Canton.
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“This is a tough time to be in public 
service. For many of the issues I am 
most passionate about, I will continue 
to make a difference outside of the Sen-
ate, beyond 2022. In the meantime, I 
am hopeful that President Biden will 
follow through on his inaugural pledge 
to reach across the aisle, and I am pre-
pared to work with him and his admin-
istration if he does. I was on the bipar-
tisan call yesterday on a new COVID-19 
package. I hope the Administration 
will work with us on a more targeted 
approach that focuses on things like 
vaccine distribution, testing and getting 
kids back to school.

“I want to thank the great people 
of Ohio for giving me the incredible 
opportunity to serve, and I look forward 

to continuing to work hard for them 
over the next two years. I appreciate 
my friends in every corner of Ohio 
and across the political spectrum who 
encourage me and help me better repre-
sent our diverse state. I thank them for 
what they do for our communities and 
for the inspiration they give me.

“I want to thank my amazing staff 
both in Ohio and in DC. They work 
really hard for the people of Ohio and 
have enabled me to be so much more 
effective. I know I am biased, but I 
really believe they are the best team in 
the Senate, and others think that, too.

“Of course, I will always be grate-
ful to the voters of Ohio who have 

supported me in nine elections to the 
House and Senate. Thanks to them, 
I’ve never lost an election and never 
won by less than 18 points. I am con-
fident that with their support I could 
have won again but, for me, the ques-
tion was whether I wanted to serve an 
additional six years in the Senate.

“I decided to make my announce-
ment now because I have made up my 
mind, but also because it will allow 
whichever Republicans who choose 
to run plenty of time to gear up for a 
statewide race.

“Finally, and most importantly, a 
special thanks to Jane and our family 
for the unconditional support and for 

the sacrifices they have made — and 
will continue to make for the next two 
years. I appreciate Jane, Jed, Sara and 
Sally for being here today and for the 
well wishes from Will and Tyler who 
weren’t able to travel to Cincinnati this 
morning. We are a team.

“In these next two years, I will con-
tinue to be actively engaged, doing my 
best to provide hope as we try to get 
through the devastating coronavirus 
pandemic and doing my best to help 
bring our great country together, to 
help us heal, so we address the many 
challenges we face together.”

A number of GOP hopefuls announced 
they would seek the Republican nomina-
tion for Portman’s seat in 2022, includ-
ing Jane Timken, former chair of the 
Ohio Republican Party, Josh Mandel, 
former Ohio Treasurer and State Repre-
sentative, best-selling author JD Vance, 
Ohio Sen. Matt Dolen, and businessman 
Bernie Moreno, among many others.

From page 5

Portman “I appreciate my friends in every corner of Ohio and across the 
political spectrum who encourage me and help me better represent 
our diverse state.”

— Rob Portman,
U.S. Senator (R-OH)
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and hearing the Christmas music,” 
but she explained it is “too hard to 
pick a favorite—there is just too 
much good stuff going on.”

The enchanting night concluded 
with the rejuvenated tradition of a 
community Christmas tree lighting 
at Annie Oakley Memorial Park, 
which is anticipated to become an 
annual event once more.

Mayor Steve Willman addressed 
the community just before Santa 
turned on the lights, “Although it 
is spectacular on its own, it’s what 
[this tree] represents that makes it 
special. I’m honored to be a small 
part of dedicating this tree to Bar-
bara Fee as a tribute to her life… 
Because she loved to decorate and 
celebrate Christmas, the tree is 
donated by her husband Hershel 
Fee and the Lighthouse Christian 
Center…”

In addition to pastoring the Light-
house Christian Center for decades 
alongside husband, Hershel, Barbara 
chaired the community Christmas 
dinner for 38 years and served 
as president of the Darke County 
Republican Women’s Club as well 
as Chaplain for the organization. 
She was also elected Treasurer of 
the City of Greenville in 2005 and 
served in that position for 11 years 
until her retirement. Barbara was 
the recipient of many local and 
regional awards. She was a strong 
leader and an involved presence 
in the community who has been 
missed since her passing in Novem-
ber 2020.

Mayor Willman continued, 
“Tonight, this Christmas tree is a 
symbol of new life for Barbara and 
for us, a beginning of many memo-
ries we will make tonight as we did 
in the past.”

Contact Daily Advocate Reporter Dawn Hatfield at 
dhatfield@aimmediamidwest.com or 937-569-
0066.

From page 19

Horses

By Nathaniel Kubik
DailyAdvocate.com

GReeNVILLe — The Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine has arrived 
in Greenville. Staff at Wayne 
HealthCare were the first to receive 
the vaccination Thursday (Dec. 24, 
2020) morning.

The first small shipment of vaccines 
in Greenville comes as a part of 
Phase 1A of the vaccine distribution 
from the Ohio Department of Health 
(ODH). Phase 1A is focused primarily 
on, “high-risk healthcare providers 
and residents of congregate care 
facilities,” according to information 
provided by the ODH. The next phase 
of vaccinations, hopefully coming 
in the very near future, will focus 
on adults who are 65 years of age 
or older, those with developmental 
disabilities such as sickle cell or down 
syndrome, and all adults working in 
school buildings.

The Moderna vaccine is administered 
in a two-dose series, with the second 
dose coming 28 days after the first. 
According to the FDA, protections 
against the virus begin to take effect 
shortly after receiving the first dose.

Dr. Stephanie Buchanan, a surgeon 
at Wayne, was the first to receive the 
vaccine in Greenville. Along with Dr. 
Buchanan, a number of other sur-
geons, registered nurses, and hospital 
staff received the vaccine. Dr. Buchan-

an, alongside her colleague Dr. Alisha 
Reiss, are both advocates for receiving 
the vaccine as soon as you are able. 
Buchanan and Reiss stated that the 
vaccine will enable them to better 
protect their patients, their families 
and themselves — allowing them to 
continue to excel at the important 
work they do.

“I think there is a lot of research 
and science that has went into this 
vaccine,” said Dr. Reiss. “While it 
has felt rushed from the public stand-
point, this type of vaccine has had 
almost 20 years of research, dating 
back to studies conducted on SARS-

CoV-2. It has been rushed, if you will, 
for this specific Coronavirus, however, 
it has had lots of research and data, 
and we’ve had tons of side-effect 
profiles for people who have already 
received the vaccine.”

Reiss also touched on how impor-
tant it is for the general public to 
receive the vaccine, adding that she 
believes this is the light at the end of 
the tunnel.

“You’re starting to see hope, you’re 
starting to see a light at the end of 
the tunnel, we might have a way out 
of this pandemic,” Reiss concluded, 
adding, “I wouldn’t recommend it to 
patients and people in the community 
if I didn’t think it was safe.”

This shipment of vaccines comes 
courtesy of the Darke County General 
Health District, which is responsible 
for distributing vaccines from the 
state. Doses were allotted to Wayne 
HealthCare in accordance with federal 
and state recommendations.

Despite this news, health experts 
are recommending that the gen-
eral public still follow the necessary 
COVID-19 guidelines to keep every-
one safe.

First vaccines administered at Wayne HealthCare
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